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WELCOME
The start of a new school year is an exciting event for any student.  Each new year brings with it a new set of goals and expectations.  As with any school year, our expectations for the band program is set to a new standard as we continue building a world-class band program.

9th graders may find band in high school to be unlike band in middle school.  However, this organization is one that a student may grow and flourish in all of the days that they attend it.  I have found that band is a great experience only made greater by the amount of hard work put into it.  Band at Porter Ridge High School is about personal commitment, hard work and mature behavior.  These are the benchmarks by which we measure our success.  They will be the expectation for all members of the Porter Ridge Band Program.  All band students, band parents and families are asked to read and become familiar with the contents of this handbook.

The Porter Ridge High School Band Handbook is designed to serve as an operational guide for the students, parents, administration and band directors.  This handbook will be a systematic approach to the teaching and organization of the high school band program designed to help avoid costly delays and loss of time due to the lack of awareness of policy and procedure.

Whenever questions arise, please consult the handbook.  If your question is not answered, please contact Mr. Faires or Ms. Tomberlin at Porter Ridge High School.  Please keep this handbook in a BLACK NOTEBOOK along with marching band music, concert band music and other handouts that concern band activities.  

POLICY STATEMENT


In order to assist band members and parents in understanding areas of responsibility, a statement of band policy is herein set forth:

We firmly believe that the student should improve through regular practice.  In the Porter Ridge High School Band Program, we feel that when the student has lost the will to improve or make a better contribution to the band; time, efforts of the school, other students, and the community is being wasted by continuing in this program.  The happiest student is the one that is improving through regular habits of practice and daily progress.  Right from wrong must be discerned as well as a responsibility towards one’s principles.  RESPONSIBILITY is the focus behind any level of achievement within this program.  We intend to conduct the Porter Ridge Bands in a manner that will facilitate all students in learning and bettering themselves.
MY PHILOSOPHY


Ever since the 5th grade, band has always been an important place for me.  I feel the experiences that I gathered from my grade school and college years have afforded me the opportunity to be the best band teacher I can be.  I remember those days as being some of the best experiences of my life.  I know that you will reap the same benefits from band that I did as a child.  Band gave me a place to fit in and to grow as an individual.  All of the friends that I made as a child were connected to the band in some way.  I want to provide similar experiences for your child as a band director and as a teacher.  Consequently, I intend on starting a successful band program.  I sincerely hope that you will contribute to your own musical education and that we can all work together for the betterment of the band program.  I look forward to working with each and every one of you this year.
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	DATE
	PLACE
	REPORT TIME

	FRI, AUG. 18
	EAST RUTHERFORD
	6 pm

	FRI, SEPT. 1
	RED SPRINGS
	6:30 pm

	FRI, SEPT. 8 
	MONROE
	6:30 pm

	FRI, SEPT. 15
	WEST DAVIDSON (homecoming)
	6 pm (Uniforms)

	FRI, SEPT. 29
	PARKWOOD
	6:30 pm

	SAT, SEPT. 30 
	Albemarle Competition
	10 am

	SAT, OCT. 7
	Catawba and Providence Competition
	8 am

	FRI, OCT. 13
	PIEDMONT
	6:30 pm

	FRI, OCT.20
	@ SUN VALLEY
	6 pm

	SAT, OCT. 21
	Mooresville Competition
	9 am

	FRI, OCT. 27
	ANSON CO.
	6:30 pm

	SAT, OCT. 28
	PIRATE COVE CLASSIC
	8 am

	SUN, NOV.20
	Monroe Parade
	2 pm at parade

	THURS, DEC. 14
	Porter Ridge High Winter Concert
	6 pm (performance at 7 pm)

	SAT, JAN. 6, 2007
	Olympic High District 

Band Auditions
	7 am

	FRI & SAT. JAN. 26 & 27
	Mooresville High 

District Band Clinic
	7 am

	FRI & SAT FEB. 9 &10
	Porter Ridge High

All-County Band Clinic
	8 am

	WED, MARCH 7
	Indian Trail Centennial Festival
	TBA

	MARCH 27 – 30
	Shelby High Concert Band Festival
	TBA

	FRI. MAY 18
	Band  Banquet (Place TBA)
	6 pm
	AY 18
	Band  Banquet (Place TBA)
	6 pm

	FRI. MAY 18
	Porter Ridge High Spring Concert
	6 pm (performance 7 pm)


PORTER RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT INFO SHEET
Student Name___________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________________

Home Phone____________________________________________________________

Father/Guardian____________________________Work Phone_________________

Mother/Guardian___________________________Work Phone__________________

Student Email___________________________________________________________

Parent Email____________________________________________________________

STUDENT AGREEMENT

I have read the handbook for the Porter Ridge High School Band.  I understand that as a member of the band program, it is my responsibility to practice all music for class and concerts, to attend performances, to help others when I am able, and to contribute to the best of my ability to the overall success of the band.  I will follow all rules and policies set forth in the Porter Ridge High School Band Handbook.  I understand that failure to follow these duties and expectations will result in loss of participation points, loss of seating within my section, parent contact, administrative action, and possible removal from the band program.

Student Signature_________________________________________Date___________

PARENT AGREEMENT
I have read the handbook for the Porter Ridge High School Band.  I understand that as a “Band Parent” it is my responsibility to encourage home practice on a regular basis, attend performances, and offer assistance with fundraising or chaperoning when my schedule allows.  I agree to the policies and procedures set forth in the Porter Ridge High School Band handbook as a means for an overall successful program.  I also agree to encourage my band student to accept the responsibilities of being a “good band member” and understand that I may be contacted by Mr. Faires or Ms. Tomberlin with praise or concern.

Parent Signature__________________________________________Date_________
WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT


As we have expectations for students, there are certain things that you should be able to expect from us as teachers.  We will strive to be FIRM AND CONSISTENT in our expectations for each student and for the band.  We will be FAIR in establishing and enforcing policies and procedures.  We are COMMITTED to helping each student grow and become better.  We will continue to work to become better teachers by listening.  We will always communicate HONESTLY with you about a performance, attitude and behavior.  We are INTERESTED in you as a person.  We enjoy getting to know you, your families and friends.





DISCIPLINE


Because of the nature of this organization, band discipline, must be strict.  Band students maintain a highly visible profile both at school and in the community.  Poor performance or behavior can cast an unfavorable light on the entire band.  Students will be held responsible for their action, attitudes and performances.  Students with severe or perpetual behavior problems will lose their privilege of being a Porter Ridge High School band member.





PROCEDURE


Procedures and rules are outlined in this handbook to ensure that all aspects of the Porter Ridge Band Program run smoothly.  We want to make sure all students have a safe, positive and successful experience in band.  Please do not ask for exceptions to rules.  At times, modifications of procedure may be warranted.  When these situations occur, WE will make a modification on a case by case basis.





COMMITMENT


Membership in any organization requires a definite commitment from its constituents.  Successful band programs require thousands of hours of work from each student.  It is important for students to understand the necessity of time management.  Students should take caution when becoming involved in multiple organizations and activities.  Although it is very admirable to be involved in many different activities, it is wrong for any organization to lower its standards because you have overcommitted yourself.  Making wise choices based on your time, talents and interests is a vital part of becoming an adult.  Please make sure you budget your time wisely as your contribution to the Porter Ridge Band program is paramount.





OBJECTIVES OF THE BAND PROGRAM





To teach music by its actual performance


To develop performances skills on the various wind and percussion instruments


To provide for the musical needs of both the school and community


To develop discrimination with regard to the selection of music


To provide for group experiences leading to the development of pride, responsibility, esprit de corps and self-discipline





INSTRUCTIONAL GOALS





Develop a proper concept of a characteristic tone on a specific instrument.


Develop knowledge and understanding of the meter signatures, key signatures, rhythms and other musical notation necessary to perform appropriate grade level music


Develop and perform all 12 major scales and a chromatic scale.  Percussionist must have knowledge not only of scales, but also the 26 basic rudiments.  


Develop and demonstrate fundamental knowledge of intonation


Develop and demonstrate basic knowledge of the parts, mechanics, care and cleaning of the instrument.


Demonstrate knowledge of music theory and be able to notate music


Demonstrate a sense of personal discipline





WHAT I EXPECT





RESPONSIBLE – Take responsibility for yourself and actions.  Apologize when it is appropriate.  It takes a mature person to admit when they are wrong.


WELL-BEHAVED – Be mannerable; be positive; be attentive at all times


HONEST – Learn to communicate honestly with your peers and us.  Admit your limitations and mistakes.  Do not lie, cheat or steal.


DISCIPLINED – Understand the need for practice and make time for it.


PREPARED – Bring materials to class (instrument, pencil, book, music, notebook); be ready to perform


POLITE – Respect band equipment, treat your peers, teachers, administrators, staff and parents with the respect you require for yourself


PERSISTENT – Understand that becoming a good musician is a process that takes time and dedication


PUNCTUAL – Always be on time for class, rehearsals and performances.  If you are early, you are on time.  If you are on time, you are late.


COMMITTED – Realize the impact your individual attitudes, actions and performances will have on the group.


MATURE – Think before you act


PROUD – Remember who you are and what you are representing.  Take pride in yourself, your band and your school.





Remember - the “FUN” in band which is what we all expect is only had when everyone is working toward the same goal!





YOUNG PEOPLE CAN!





Young people can be responsible, honest, dependable, polite, mature and committed.  They trust adults to guide them in this endeavor.


Young people should be taught that hard work is a good thing.


Young people should be held accountable for their actions; they should be praised quickly and punished fairly.


Young people want to learn and grow and become better people.


Young people are capable of accomplishing anything!





PLAYING EVALUATIONS





Students are expected to play in front of the rest of class when having a playing evaluation (there are no exceptions to this rule).  Playing evaluations consist of scales, sheet music or memorization tests.  Playing evaluations also encourage the student to become more familiar with playing in front of an audience.  This is a vital part of a student’s musical education. 


Students who are absent the day of testing, or have an instrument in the repair shop will be given the opportunity to complete the missed evaluation during the next class period they attend, or have their instrument.  It is the student’s responsibility to make up test; make arrangements to complete missed tests at the director’s convenience.


Students without their instrument on the day of an evaluation will receive a zero until they make up the evaluation.  Make up evaluations start at the grade percentage of 80 instead of 100.  If a child disrupts the class (talking, getting up out of seat without permission, etc…) while another child is testing, that child will receive an automatic zero on the test.  Students will be instructed on these practices every time an evaluation is held.  Let me reiterate, STUDENTS ARE NOT ALLOWED TO DISRUPT THE CLASS DURING AN EVALUATION!  In addition to being reminded of this rule, the written message:  “This is an evaluation day, please remember the silence rule” will be displayed on the board to remind students of the seriousness of the evaluation.  Any student caught snickering or teasing other students during an evaluation or any other situation in class will be dealt with in a 





serious manner.  These kinds of actions are unbecoming of a student musician and also create an uncomfortable atmosphere in the band room.  An evaluation can be called, be a surprise, or can be a seating, depending on the playing ability of the band during that week.  An evaluation grade is based on 5 key factors:





Rhythm


Discernable Melody


Fingerings


Tempo


Effort





If all five factors are present during a playing evaluation, then a comparable grade will be earned.  NO STUDENT WILL BE GIVEN A GRADE LOWER THAN A 70 PROVIDED THEY HAVE AN INSTRUMENT AND TRY ON THE EVALUATION.  Playing evaluations and written evaluations count for 30% of the student’s overall average.





WRITTEN EVALUATIONS





Every Porter Ridge Band Student should learn the importance of not only performing and practicing music but also notating music.  Because we strongly believe in a well-rounded musician, each student will, on occasion, be required to take a written evaluation.  These evaluations can vary from theory questions to musical terms to items we are studying in class.  Correct spelling, correct grammar, and proper musical notation will be used as factors to determine the grade for the student on a written evaluation.  Testing modifications will be set into place for those students who require them.  





DAILY PARTICIPATION


Getting seated quietly on time, with required materials, along with daily preparation and cooperation in achieving daily class objectives, will be considered major factors in grading class participation.  More than in any other subject, one student can have a great effect upon the progress of an entire band class or section.  Those who have a negative influence upon fellow students will see that attitude reflected in their own grade.  Any time a student does not play their instrument in class; points will be deducted from the participation grade.  Band students must have the following everyday of class:  Black Notebook, Music, Pencil and Instrument with all working parts.  If all items are present when checked in band class, the student will get a 100.  If not, then the grade will be weighted for the items that are here in class.  If a student’s instrument is out of class because it is in the shop, then the grade will be adjusted for that reason and ONLY that reason.  The only acceptable reason for a child to not have an instrument in class is that it is in the repair shop.  A note from the shop MUST BE PROVIDED to the directors.  These are very easy to obtain and all shops will provide an excuse not if asked for one.  Some students will try and provide other explanations for why they can or cannot play during the course of band class.  These explanations will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis.  Please understand the need for all students to play everyday we have band class.  The success of the Porter Ridge Band program depends on students who are equipped for success.  The only way to accomplish this is by having all students participate every day in class.











MARCHING REHEARSALS


Porter Ridge High School students are very active during the marching band season and therefore we must play our best at all times to ensure a positive, uplifting educational and entertaining performance.  It is for this reason that all students must attend all rehearsals.


Marching band rehearsals are held after school on Tuesday evening from 6-8 pm and Thursday afternoons from 3:45-5:45 pm during the marching band season (August-October) and only on Thursday nights during the rest of the football season (November-December) on the marching band field outside the band room.  At these rehearsals, we learn how to march the drill formations and also how to put the music with the formations we make on the field.  These rehearsals are run at a fast pace and require the utmost attention to detail and behavior when they are taking place.  Marching rehearsals are only effective when attended by the entire membership of the marching band.  Leaving a marching position open on the field causes the formations not to look correct and therefore is very frustrating, not only for the directors, but for the students involved in the show.  If a rehearsal is missed, without a valid explanation, then the daily participation grade will be deducted 10 points for each infraction.  Valid explanations are extreme illness or extreme family tragedy.  Tardiness to rehearsals will result in a 5 point deduction for each infraction. Please clear your schedules for Tuesday and Thursday evenings during the marching band season, so that we may have an award-winning show that exhibits the talents of all of our students and brings pride to Porter Ridge High School.





CONCERT REHEARSALS


Since in class rehearsals help us to prepare for our concert season, after school rehearsals for the concert season will not be needed this year.  However, in class rehearsals are very important to the life of the band program, because it is here that we learn how to play our instruments correctly and sustain a balanced sound to create the correct musical effect.  Keeping with the tradition if excellence found in many successful band programs, we will focus our energies into creating a top-notch concert band, so that we may have a successful marching band.











JAZZ BAND REHEARSALS


The third and newest component to the band program is the Jazz Band.  The Jazz Band uses non-traditional concert band instruments and therefore rehearsals are set up after school in the band room.  Monday afternoons from 3:30-5:00 will be Jazz Band Rehearsals starting in January.  Because of the nature of the rehearsal, at home practice of Jazz Band is needed.  Students participating in Jazz Band will receive extra credit in the Concert Band class depending on attendance at Jazz Band Rehearsals.  











PERFORMANCES


Each Porter Ridge Band Student will be required to be at all marching band, concert band, and jazz band performances.  These performances represent our school and sometimes the first times people are introduced to our school.  It is for this reason that all students be in attendance. From time to time, students may come with explanations for why they cannot attend a performance.  The only acceptable explanations for not attending a performance are illness, and extreme family tragedy.  If these two instances occur, then the student will be exempt from that performance.  If this occurs, a note must be provided to the director the day the student returns to school.  If any other explanation is given, then it will be unacceptable.  The Porter Ridge Band Program is designed to educate not only students, but also audiences about music, and therefore must be geared towards performing.  We are the most visible group to come from the school; therefore we must be represented 100% at all times.  If a student misses a performance without a valid explanation, then the performance grade will be a 0 in the grade book.  











GRADE PERCENTAGES





DAILY PARTICIPATION..............20%


PERFORMANCES…….…………..50%


EVALUATIONS………..………….30%





TOTAL……………….…………...100%





CLASSROOM PROCEDURE





Students arrive at appropriate time to class.  Class begins when the tardy bell rings.  Students should have music and instrument ready to warm up at the tardy bell.


No one should play before the band director or drum majors begin warm-up.  We will warm-up and tune together.


Students should raise their hand during rehearsal for permission to speak or permission to leave their seat.  Do not raise your hand when the director’s hands are raised for playing.


Students should return all instruments to their assigned storage areas once they are finished playing for the day.


Students should keep the band room clean and neat at all times.  Please be careful not to track dirt, mud or grass into the room.


When class ends, I will dismiss you, not the bell.  I typically will dismiss you 3-5 minutes before the bell rings so that you can pack up and make it to your next class.








CLASSROOM RULES


Do not speak in class unless recognized by the director


Playing out of turn is not permitted


Treat others as you would have them treat you


No food drink or gum in the  band room or adjacent areas


Sit quietly and focus on the task at hand








MARCHING REHEARSAL PROCEDURE


Students should arrive to marching rehearsal at least 10 minutes early.  This will ensure a prompt start time.  Unless otherwise notated, always meet on the band field for drum major led warm-ups


Every outside marching rehearsal will begin with warm-ups and fundamentals review for 15-20 minutes


While on the field, students should remain focused on their objectives given for the day. 


Short breaks will be given during the course of a rehearsal.  Please do not ask for them, as we will be working on a time schedule.  


We will complete two run-throughs of the show at the end of rehearsal and then return to the band room for dismissal.





CONSEQUENCES


Student will be verbally warned


Student-Teacher conference, reduction in Daily Participation Grade, phone call to parent


Written referral to administrator


Parent-Teacher-Student conference


Removal from Porter Ridge High School Band Program


The timeline for these offenses are within 6 weeks of the school year.  Each student will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis.  Parental support is a must if our band program is to grow and flourish.  Please take heed of these expectations and consequences, so that we may be successful.





THE SEVEN CARDINAL PRINCIPLES OF EDUCATION AND MUSIC





The National Association of Educators outlined for themselves and all educators a set of criteria for determining the fitness of subjects to be taught in schools.  They arrived at a set of factors which they entitled, “The Seven Cardinal Principles of Education.”  These seven are:


Health


Mastery of Fundamental Processes


Vocation


Avocation


Citizenship


Family Life


Social Adjustment





Music is the only subject that can be identified with all seven of these principles of education:





MUSIC makes for good health


MUSIC develops bodily coordination


MUSIC is an excellent vocation


MUSIC as a hobby brings great pleasure


MUSIC builds good citizens


MUSIC cements the family relationship


MUSIC develops socially mature persons.














“Music is a universal language and truly the greatest of the arts”





THE BAND-NECESSITIES


Always warm up your instrument silently before each rehearsal


Constantly assume the position and attitude of attention during each rehearsal and performance.  Sit at the edge of your chair when the conductor is at the podium.


Use your eyes to see the music and conductor, your ears to hear the music and teaching, your mouth only to play your instrument


Play your instrument only asked to by the director


Fill the air with music at least twenty minutes daily by practicing at home.


Be on time, be on time, be on time!


Care for your instrument, music, uniform and all other properties


Be loyal, honest, courteous and sportsmanlike in all your dealings with the organization.


Conduct yourself with pride in and reflect credit to your school, organization and your family


 Love your instrument, love the music and love yourself!





GOOD REHEARSALS


Listen while playing; learn to sing.  A band that sings together can play together


Learn and live the golden rule


Take care of your instrument


Never talk when the band is playing or when the director is teaching.


Work out individual parts in private sessions, save ensemble time to acquiring musicianship and artistry.





MARCHING PERFORMANCES


Arrive at the band room at least 10 minutes prior to call time to ensure that you can get all items together.


Center your focus on the task at hand


While marching to the warm-up area or to the football field, remember that you are already performing for an audience.


Once at the warm-up area or on the field, await further instructions from the directors or drum majors.  Never ask another student what is happening.  All instructions will be given when needed.


While warming up concentrate on the sound you are creating through your instrument and try to match that sound to the surrounding instruments.  Adjust tuning slides when appropriate.  In colder weather, always keep warm air flowing through your instrument.


While performing for an audience, strive to make the best sound on your instrument that you can.  Utilize all techniques that pertain to that particular song.


At the end of the performance, hold your head high.  Be proud of the band and the organization.


After you finish your performance, remember to show respect to the other ensembles that are on the field.  


Remember to only enter and exit in between band performances.  Unless it is an extreme emergency, stay seated throughout the duration of the performance.





CONCERT PERFORMANCES


As a performer, always arrive at the designated time, with instrument and all necessary items for performing 


Strive to focus your attention on the mental and emotional tone for the performance.


While en route to the stage area, imagine that you are already performing and act accordingly.


Once on stage, be aware that you are being watched.  Look proud and glad to be there; don’t try to hide behind stands.  Keep your head up.  Focus your attention on the podium so you don’t miss an instruction or cue to begin


While on stage, be sure to do nothing that would be distracting to the audience such as waving at or talking with someone in the ensemble


Upon completion of the performance, follow previously given instructions, such as standing in unison with the ensemble to show courteous appreciation for applause and leaving the stage in the prescribed manner.


After your portion of the performance is over, or any time you are in the audience, please remember to respond as your would like an audience to respond while you are performing.


Never move around in a performance arena while others are performing, this includes entering or exiting a performing arena during a performance.





NATIONAL MUSIC STANDARDS


These standards were developed by MENC – The Music Educator’s National Conference.  This organization which both the directors are a part of is committed to developing the finest musicians in the world.  Please take heed of these standards and know that we will meet these standards in band class.


The student will sing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music


The student will perform on instruments, alone and with others a varied repertoire of music


The student will be able to improvise melodies, variations and accompaniments.


The student will be able to compose and arrange simple musical passages.


The student will be able to read and notate music


The student will be able to listen and analyze music


The student will be able to evaluate music and musical performances


The student will be able to understand relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts


The student will be able to understand music in relation to history and culture.








COURSE OFFERINGS


Concert Band I CP – This class is the only course offering for 9th graders.  All students signed up for Concert Band I will be involved with the marching band.  In the concert band class, students will continue to learn the skills required to play as musicians in a large ensemble.  During this class, individual instruction will be given to students by one of the two directors.  Students will also learn all of the national Music Standards and will apply them to becoming a musician.


Concert Band II CP - This class is the only course offering for 10th graders.  All students signed up for Concert Band II will be involved with the marching band.  In the concert band class, students will continue to learn the skills required to play as musicians in a large ensemble.  During this class, individual instruction will be given to students by one of the two directors.  Students will also learn all of the national Music Standards and will apply them to becoming a musician.


Concert Band III CP - This class is the one of the two course offerings for 11th graders.  All students signed up for Concert Band III will be involved with the marching band.  In the concert band class, students will continue to learn the skills required to play as musicians in a large ensemble.  During this class, individual instruction will be given to students by one of the two directors.  Students will also learn all of the national Music Standards and will apply them to becoming a musician.





COURSE OFFERINGS (cont…)


Concert Band III Honors - This class is the one of the two course offerings for 11th graders.  All students signed up for Concert Band III Honors will be involved with the marching band.  In this class, students must complete all of the requirements for Concert Band as well as a portfolio demonstrating knowledge of all of the National Standards of Music.  In addition, all Honors Band Students must audition for a district band, state band or county band.  They may also participate in solo and ensemble festival.


Concert Band IV CP - This class is the one of the two course offerings for 12th graders.  All students signed up for Concert Band IV will be involved with the marching band.  In the concert band class, students will continue to learn the skills required to play as musicians in a large ensemble.  During this class, individual instruction will be given to students by one of the two directors.  Students will also learn all of the national Music Standards and will apply them to becoming a musician.


Concert Band IV Honors - This class is the one of the two course offerings for 12th graders.  All students signed up for Concert Band III Honors will be involved with the marching band.  In this class, students must complete all of the requirements for Concert Band as well as a portfolio demonstrating knowledge of all of the National Standards of Music.  In addition, all Honors Band Students must audition for a district band, state band or county band.  They may also participate in solo and ensemble festival.














CLASS OFFERINGS 


Marching Band – This class is an extension of the Concert Band class.  All students involved in the Concert Band will be a part of the Marching Band.  In this class, the students will learn how to effectively play, memorize and march to music at the same time.  Students will also be able to follow a student conductor while marching and performing this music.  Students are required to be at all rehearsals of the marching band which occur during school and after school.  The marching band will perform at all home football games, some away football games, competitions, and one parade.  Dates for these performances and rehearsals are later in this handbook.


Jazz Band – This is an after school optional activity which will occur on Monday afternoons during the second semester of school.  Any student involved in the concert band can choose to be a part of this activity.  However, instrumentation is limited to the following:  Piano, Bass Guitar, Drum Set, Auxiliary Percussion, Trombone, Trumpet, Baritone Saxophone, Tenor Saxophone, and Alto Saxophone.  Other instruments will be added at the discretion of the director and by audition.


Color Guard/Dance – This group of individuals will perform with the marching band at all events the marching band attends.  They will be required to learn sideline dances for football games and a routine for the marching band show.  They only attend one semester of band (fall).  They are apart of the band class, and thus must follow all rules set forth in this manual.














CLASS OFFERINGS (cont…)


Winter Drum line – This after school activity is open to any member of the band program and focuses primarily on the percussion instruments of the band.  Much like marching band in the fall, winter drum line performs in gymnasiums and marches drill to only percussion and electronic instruments.  Please see Mr. Faires if interested in auditioning for the group in early November.  Rehearsals are in the evenings.  Most performances are in February- April.


Winter Guard - This after school activity is open to any member of the band or color guard program and focuses primarily on the flag and dance program.  Much like marching band in the fall, winter guard performs in gymnasiums and marches drill to CD or tape.  Please see Mr. Faires if interested in auditioning for the group in early November.  Rehearsals are in the evenings.  Most performances are in February- April.














Band Ribbons:  All students will be awarded ribbons for participation in grade level, county band, district band, state band and the different sections of the band.





Outstanding Improvement:  To be given to the student(s) who portray the ability to better themselves through music and participation in the band program.





Esprit De Corps:  To be given to the student(s) who understand what it means to be a part of a band program and display pride in their organization





Band “IF” Award:  This award is given by Ms. Tomberlin and will be explained at the band banquet in May.





Outstanding Freshman:  Best all-around 9th grader who shows excellence in all areas of band.





Director’s Award:  Best all-around 10th grader who shows excellence in all areas of band.





Patrick Gilmore Band Award:  Best all-around 11th grader who shows excellence in all areas of band.  It is named after a famous band leader in the tradition of the American School Band movement.





John Phillip Sousa Award:  To be given to the senior who demonstrates the ability to be not only an outstanding musician, but a strong leader, and true advocate of the school band program.  This is the highest award bestowed upon a high school band student.




















ACCOLADES AND AWARDS


Students should be rewarded not only for their excellence in playing, but for attendance, and overall attitude in band.  As with many bands, grades are always a factor, but also, at the end of the year, awards should be given to those students that are most deserving.  This is a list of the awards given by the Porter Ridge High School Band Program:





Band Letter:  To be given upon the first year of completion of the Porter Ridge High School Band Program.  Students must be in attendance for 95% of all marching and concert events.








INSTRUMENTS


The school owns many instruments, including piccolos, oboes, bassoons, bass clarinets, tenor and baritone saxophones, horns, baritones, tubas, sousaphones, percussion, etc.  These instruments are issued by the band director.  At the time of issue, the band student will be asked to sign an Instrument Contract Form.  Students and parents will be held responsible for the care of the assigned instruments.





UNIFORMS


The school owns 100 band uniforms which are issued to the Porter Ridge High School Marching Band.  Uniforms are issued by the band directors.  At the time of issue, the band student will be asked to sign a Uniform Rental Contract Form.  Students will be held responsible for the proper care of the uniform.  While wearing the uniform, the student will take care with any food or beverage item that may come around the uniform.  Students are asked to hang up their uniform correctly after performance time.  Students will also be required to purchase the black DrillMasters shoes that can be purchased on shoe night in the band room.  Black socks are a must when wearing the all black uniform and black shoes.  All students will be instructed on how to properly hang the uniform.  





MUSIC


Show respect and care for all music issued to you.  You should have a 1” black binder for all music this year.  The music should go home everyday for practice.  Keep a pencil in your folder at all times.  





BAND ROOMS





Band Room:  Band members are to keep the band room clean and neat.  Keep the chairs and music stands in place and use the wastebasket for items to be thrown away.


Practice Rooms:  To be used for practice or music study only.


Instrument Storage Room:  To be used for instrument storage only.  All other items are to be kept in the student’s school locker.  Keep the storage rooms clean and neat.  Instruments are to be put in their cases and cases closed and latched while in the storage rooms.  


Director’s Office and Library:  The director’s office is private and it is used for private lessons. KNOCK BEFORE ENTERING!  The library is in the director’s office.  Any item that leaves the office or library should be checked with the director beforehand.


Uniform Storage Room:  This room is storage for all band uniforms and booster items.  It may also double as a practice room


Percussion Storage Room:  Only percussionists and directors allowed in this room.





CARE OF EQUIPMENT


It is every band member’s responsibility to show the utmost care for all band equipment.  Percussion players are especially urged to take care of all instruments and keep them neat in the percussion section.  The band rooms are not play areas and should be treated with the utmost respect





AT HOME


Show an interest in the music study of your child


Arrange a regular time for your child to practice


Find a quiet place where your student can practice without interruption.


Help your student with his/her practice as much as possible by counting, studying music texts, etc…


Help your student keep a daily record of his practicing


Give your student a safe place in which to keep his/her instrument.


Keep the instrument in good repair with all items essential for playing


Be careful of school-owned instruments.  The cost of repairs is very high


Teach your student to be on time at rehearsals and lessons, etc


 Make faithful attendance at all activities important to the student


 Encourage your student to play for others when opportunity arises, in the home, at school, church and in the community (Think of how much better “American Idol” contestants sound at the end of the season!)





CONCERT ATTIRE


Concerts are a very special time in a student’s life ad should be considered a dressy occasion.  All concerts are required for all students to be in attendance.  In order to ensure the best possible appearance during performances, the following Formal Concert Dress has been established





YOUNG MEN


Black dress pants (no jeans)


White, long-sleeved, button-down shirt


Black Shoes and Black Socks


Black Bowtie (available from director)





YOUNG LADIES


Black dress pants, black dress, or black skirt (must be knee-length or lower)


Black top (either blouse or shirt)


Black dress shoes and black socks or hosiery





Please do not ask for exceptions as we are informing you of this dress now and the first formal concert is in December.  Please make plans now to acquire these items.  Thank you.





MARCHING ATTIRE


Marching performances require the band to look alike.  This “uniform” appearance reflects well on the band and on the school.  The Porter Ridge Summer Uniform consists of the following:





Current Band T-Shirt


Khaki Shorts


Socks


Tennis Shoes





All students will tuck in their shirts when with the ensemble.  This will help the band to keep their appearance the same.  ALL MEMBERS MUST MAINTAIN UNIFORM APPEARANCE AT ALL TIMES!





During the cooler months, we will wear the band uniform.  As with the summer uniform the requirements for the band uniform are as follows:





Full uniform with hat


Black gloves


Black Socks


Black DrillMasters Shoes





Anytime we are in uniform, hair must be pulled up and off the collar.  No jewelry must be present on the student.  (This includes necklaces, ear rings, eyebrow rings, nose rings, or any finger or wrist jewelry)  This attire will be met by all band members with no exceptions.





BAND COUNCIL AND STAFF


President – Conducts all Band Council meetings.  Sees that the council meets periodically.  Appoints committees for social events, publicity, etc.  Promotes band activities through the school.  Reports to the director any problems or suggestions that may improve the band program


Vice President – Assumes all duties of the band president when necessary.  Assists the band president wherever possible.


Secretary – Handles all band correspondence and letters for director.  Types band reports and letters.  Keeps a scrapbook of the history and activities of the band.  Takes daily attendance for the band.


Librarian – Keeps the band library in order.  Selected by the director.





The council will meet monthly to discuss band projects and ways to improve the band program.  The band will always vote on the council members.





Drum Majors – The first students to arrive and the last ones to leave.  These individuals are responsible for conducting on the field and taking over rehearsal when asked to by the director.  These students will assist the director whenever needed and will always display qualities of leadership on and off the field.  These students will be expected to practice and keep up musical skills during the marching season.  These students will accept the Drum major caption award the rating/ranking trophy at all events and awards ceremonies





Squad Captains – These students are responsible for assisting with music during sectional rehearsals and to teaching marching fundamentals during the marching band season.  These students will assist the weaker performers and assist with drill during marching season.  These students are expected to be the top players in their sections and always act accordingly in and out of class.





Squad Members





Drum Majors





Squad Captains





Band Directors


Mr. Faires and Ms. Tomberlin





AT SCHOOL


Notify the teacher if your student is to be absent or tardy and explain why


See that your student takes their instrument and their music when needed at school


See that your student keeps up with classroom studies and makes up work they have missed.


Visit when your schedule permits, We love having parents watch how hard the students work at rehearsal


Discuss with the director anything that will help him/her to understand your child even more than they already do.


Attend concerts and parents meetings whenever possible


Attend Band Booster Club meetings on the second Thursday of every month!


Help with fundraising activities for the band


Help with all other parent activities





“Raise up a child in the way they should go and they shall never depart from it”





“No child rises to low expectations!”





“� HYPERLINK "http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/1654.html" \o "Click for further information about this quotation" �After silence, that which comes nearest to expressing the inexpressible is music.�”





“� HYPERLINK "http://en.thinkexist.com/quotation/the_uniform_makes_for_brotherhood-since_when/255188.html" �The uniform makes for brotherhood, since when universally adopted it covers up all differences of class and country.�”
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